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Live at the Cellar (Oceans Beyond Records)
Amanda Tosoff

For her fourth album as a leader, Toronto-based Amanda Tosoff has
dispensed with the horns that helped her out on her previous releases and left the studio for the Cellar Jazz
Club’s stage.

But if playing in the trio format and making a live disc at the top-notch Vancouver venue was a challenge
for Tosoff, 29, it doesn’t show. Recorded earlier this year, Live At The Cellar features polished but relaxed
and flowing playing from Tosoff, and the seasoned team of bassist Jodi Proznick and drummer Jesse Cahill.

Tosoff, whose group won the General Motors Grand Prix de Jazz award at the 2009 Montreal International
Jazz Festival, plays with much greater audible affection for bop-based jazz sounds, swinging grooves and
shorter structures than many in her generation. She covers Rodgers and Hart (a punchy There’s A Small
Hotel) and Cole Porter (the gentle, waltzing When Love Comes Your Way), not Radiohead or Wiz Khalifa,
and her arrangements are finely tuned and classically styled. Her own compositions are clean, modern
mainstream constructions such as the lyrical 3/4 opener Fill Me Up With Joy, the fine and harmonically
specific walking ballad Half Steps, the Brazilian tinged romp You and the singable, 12/8 disc-closer Water
Song.

Thoughout, the music is well-founded rather than flashy, affirming the first principles of jazz rather than
making a show of eschewing them.

Visitor Parking (self-released)
Pram Trio
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Pram Trio, a Toronto-based group of musicians in their mid-20s, has been
concentrating on original music for the last several years and has just launched its debut disc Visitor
Parking, in anticipation of a 10-city Canadian tour beginning Sept. 19.

The trio — pianist Jack Bodkin, bassist Mark Godfrey and drummer Richard Piasetski — has clearly put in
a lot of time getting inside its compositions, which tend to be very contemporary, composed and multi-
sectional.

One example: here’s a 2011 performance of the disc’s kick-off track, Godfrey’s groovy, crunchy, tricky,
forceful JPG:

The group’s main composer given the selections on the CD, Godfrey also wrote the catchy, driving,
evolving piece Day Four, the tense, dramatic and event-filled piece, Tuco, and the dark, lyrical, lightly
swinging waltz Karen Michelle, ushered in by a big-toned, fluent bass solo. That piece is initially more
simple and swinging than much of Visitor Parking, but nonetheless makes room for an additional spacious
section — bonus material of sorts that ultimately takes the tune out.

Piasetski contributes the more straightforward waltz Muggy Day, and from Bodkin comes the super-
pianistic, odd-meter, post-Mehldau Tunnels. Here’s a live version of that one:
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Piano trio encounters of the Montreal kind
Piano trio encounters of the modern mainstream kind
Piano trio encounters of the first kind

Ottawa jazzfest won’t stage shows this fall (That said, 40-odd upcoming gigs for your calendar)Previous
Jazzblog post
We encourage all readers to share their views on our articles and blog posts. We are committed to
maintaining a lively but civil forum for discussion, so we ask you to avoid personal attacks, and please keep
your comments relevant and respectful. If you encounter a comment that is abusive, click the “X” in the
upper right corner of the comment box to report spam or abuse. We are using Facebook commenting. Visit
our FAQ page for more information.

 
 

�)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N���V�R�F�L�D�O���S�O�X�J�L�Q

�&�R�P�P�H�Q�W�3�R�V�W�L�Q�J���D�V���$�P�D�Q�G�D���7�R�V�R�I�I�����1�R�W���\�R�X�"��

�$�G�G���D���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W������

�3�R�V�W���W�R���)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N��

http://blogs.ottawacitizen.com/2013/09/06/piano-trio-encounters-of-the-young-canadian-kind-cd-reviews/?share=email
http://blogs.ottawacitizen.com/2012/01/18/more-piano-trio-encounters-of-a-modern-mainstream-kind-cd-reviews/
http://blogs.ottawacitizen.com/2012/01/13/piano-trio-encounters-of-the-modern-mainstream-kind-cd-reviews/
http://blogs.ottawacitizen.com/2012/01/03/piano-trio-encounters-of-the-first-kind-cd-reviews/
http://blogs.ottawacitizen.com/2013/09/03/ottawa-jazzfest-wont-stage-shows-this-fall-that-said-40-odd-upcoming-gigs-for-your-calendar/
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/story.html?id=7195492
http://vip.wordpress.com/
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
https://www.facebook.com/logout.php?h=AfeTUtToYUArH1BX&is_third_party=0&next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fplugins%2Fcomments.php%3Fapi_key%3D332071586883848%26channel_url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%252Fconnect%252Fxd_arbiter.php%253Fversion%253D27%2523cb%253Df160efb694%2526domain%253Dblogs.ottawacitizen.com%2526origin%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fblogs.ottawacitizen.com%25252Ff2f8572dd8%2526relation%253Dparent.parent%26href%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fblogs.ottawacitizen.com%252F2013%252F09%252F06%252Fpiano-trio-encounters-of-the-young-canadian-kind-cd-reviews%252F%26locale%3Den_GB%26numposts%3D5%26sdk%3Djoey%26width%3D620

